Quotes from the Sts. Cyril & Methodius Youth Missionary Trip to Mexico from May 27 to June 1, 2008
See September issue of The Catholic Lighthouse for full story

Upon their return to Shiner the young people met to share their thoughts and comment on the impact this unique experience had on their lives. 
The time spent at the rehabilitation center had a lasting impact on several of the youth.  Kevin Patek said he was most inspired when he learned that one young man at the center was contemplating suicide, but he changed his mind after spending time with the young people on this trip.  Kevin added, “It was an amazing experience to know that we changed the outlook of others lives, after spending just a little time with them.”  

Shelby Bohuslav commented that, the trip was “very inspirational and amazing … because we helped with painting and the people were so happy.  We also got to listen to their life stories, which made me realize we have everything compared to some of the poor people and yet, they thought they were living good.”

Allie Hoerig and Calli Schacherl commented on really feeling the presence of God in the rehabilitation center, especially during the prayer service.  Allie stated, “In that small room, I felt more in tune to God then I ever had in any Church.”  

Kyla Schacherl found the immigrants house to be most impressive commenting that it changed the way she looks at immigrants who want to come to the United States.

Angelique Blaschke found the missionary experience “life changing.”  She was impressed with a little boy named “Carlos” at the orphanage and will not soon forget his “excitement of just being able to play with someone and have our group give him some attention.”

The Bible School at the orphanage was one of the highlights of Abby Bohuslav’s memories.  “It was great to play with and teach the children … and they loved it!”   Courtney Novosad added, “Seeing their faces and how we enlightened their day made our hearts feel so good.”  
While these comments capture the specific impact felt by only a few of the young missionaries, all of the youth, in general, expressed their desire to be more appreciative for the many conveniences and blessings they enjoy in their lives, and found themselves feeling especially grateful for their parents and families.  
Every one of the young people expressed a desire to repeat this missionary experience so that they could do more to help others.  

Ashley Kloesel commented that it was “such a powerful and uplifting experience I would go back every year.”  Devin Pesek expressed the desire to continue to “make a difference” in the lives of others and hoped future trips could be longer so that more good could be accomplished for those who have so little.

While teenagers may often be accused of being self-centered or not caring about others, these young missionaries proved that image wrong.  They gave a full week of their summer vacation to make a difference in the lives of others.  And after reviewing their reflections on this experience, one can gather that they have not only made a difference in the lives of others, but their own as well.

Future missionary trips are already being planned.  Anyone wanting to know more about supporting the missionary efforts of Saints Cyril & Methodius Youth Ministry may contact Sharon Patek at 361-594-3234 or sscmymin@shinercatholicchurch.org. 

